
 

 

 

 

 

MASSIVE MURRAY PADDLE 2018 

50th Edition - 50th Anniversary 

 

Yarrawonga to Swan Hill 

November - 19 to 23, 2018 

404km ● 5 days ● 1 river ● 50 years 
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"The Massive Murray Paddle provides an opportunity for people to overcome challenges, whilst 
forming lifelong bonds. There is a cultural connection between the river, the people and the land. “ 

 Tony Lovett – Organiser of the Blues & Brothers  

(An Indigenous Youth Group that has paddled the past 13 events) 

 

For thousands of generations, “Dhungalla” (The River Murray) has sustained the lifestyles of the great 
nations that run the length of the river. 

To reflect on one of the creation stories of Dhungalla, the great hunter Ngurunderi, paddled his “nawi” 
(canoe) down the river chasing the giant fish “Ponde” (Murray Cod). 

The story continues with Ponde creating the bends, reaches and billabongs of the river, with 
Ngurunderi eventually catching the giant fish. 

In designing the future of the Massive Murray Paddle, we take a couple of important messages from 
this story. 

⁂ 

Ngurunderi paddled a nawi and so do we. As paddlers we have a relationship to the story and 
therefore feel we have a responsibility to use our nawis to help sustain the communities along the 
river; the same way that indigenous Australians have done for 10,000 years. 

After Ngurunderi caught Ponde, he cut up the fish and threw the pieces back into the river. 

This action then created all the other fish in the river and added greatly to the food source of the 
regions. 

Giving back to the communities and respecting the culture of Dhungalla is at the very heart of the 
massive Murray Paddle. 

Under the banner, ‘connecting people, river & country’ we use the event to assist those in need and 
educate on the original culture and importance of the river. 

The event will also be a platform for the local Indigenous people of the stretch of water we paddle on 
to teach us more about the balance and sustainability of Dhungalla. 

⁂ 

Embodying the best of the spirit of Australia, the Massive Murray Paddle is a celebration of community 
and landscape. 

Now in its special 50th year, the race has long been supported by thousands of paddlers. 

Recent years have demonstrated that the event is hugely rewarding and achievable, even for younger 
people with little or no paddling experience.  

 

 

 

 



 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
 

The Massive Murray Paddle is co-owner and managed by two Australian paddle sports companies, 
Sydney Harbour Kayaks and Mirage Sea Kayaks. 

Information on these two companies can be found directly on the following websites: 

www.sydneyharbourkayaks.com.au   
www.mirageseakayaks.com.au  
 

These businesses combined have a National reach of Australian paddlers 

 We manufacturer high-end kayaks in Australia and have a dozen dealers around the country. 
 We rent kayaks, teach kayaking and conduct kayaking tours for 15,000+ renters per year. 
 We have developed several highly respected strategic on-water team-building activities. 
 Our social media reach is very directed at paddlers and is highly interactive. 
 Our paddling operations run year-round. 

 

 

The Official event website: 

www.massivemurraypaddle.org.au  
 

Managing Director: Shannon O’Brien 

(Owner of Sydney Harbour Kayaks & Mirage Sea Kayaks) 

Ph: 0413 005 787 

Email: shannon@sydneyharbourkayaks.com.au 

 

 

"Without doubt, the toughest and best 
thing I have achieved! Competing the 

404km, 

after only paddling a few kms a day 
felt like landing on the moon - plus the 

experience of 

meeting amazing people who are part 
of the Murray and visiting 

communities was very special. 

I can't wait till November. “ 

 

Emma Innes – MMP 2014 Paddler & 
number one individual fund-raiser 

“Massive Murray Paddle. It stands true to 
its name It is MASSIVE I had the most 

fabulous time 

though. It was tough and more than a 
challenge. It was an adventure. I could not 

have done it 

without the truly inspirational girls 
around me. We struggled through the 

tough times together and 

managed to finish the paddle with smiles 
on our sopping faces. We worked so well 

together. It 

was the best 5 days ever and I would like 
to thank the girls from the bottom of my 

heart for 

making the trip so enjoyable.” 

SOPHIE Toorak College team 2015 

 

 

“I have paddled in every MMP since 91 
and continue to enjoy it every year. 

Why? 

Its connecting with river & country, 
seeing old friends and meeting new 

ones. 

The most satisfying thing is assisting 
paddlers of all ages to achieve their 

goals. 

In my opinion the event embodies core 
Australian values. “ 

 

Bill Robinson – Paddler 


